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UNIT B: LESSON 2 

LEARNING TARGETS 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS: 

¶ Refer students to the standards and objectives. 

¶ Review the standards and objectives with students one at a time. 

¶ At the end of the lesson, ask students what they did in class to meet the 

standards. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. Your teacher will call on 

an individual or pair to explain what they mean. 

Learning Target: 

I can determine the main ideas and supporting details in 

the article Ɂ6ÈÛÌÙɯ(Úɯ+ÐÍÌȭɂ

Learning Target: 

I can determine the meaning of figurative and technical 

ÓÈÕÎÜÈÎÌɯÐÕɯɁ6ÈÛÌÙɯ(Úɯ+ÐÍÌȭɂ

determine – decide 

main – central or most 

important 

supporting details ɬ

helping ideas 

article ɬ a short text in 

a newspaper or 

magazine 
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makes up two-thirds of our bodies, just like the map of the world; our vital fluids are 

saline, like the ocean. The apple doesn't fall far from the tree. 

WORD BANK: 

distant lawns survive 

dry rain thirsty 

fountains saline two-thirds 

water 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS: 

7. Barbara and her daughter are held in thrall (are captivated) by the little creek (a small 

steam). Why do they find the little creek so amazing? 

Barbara and her daughter find the little creek so amazing because they used to live in 

Arizona. Arizona is a very dry state where there is not a lot of water. 

8. Why does Barbara say the cities in Arizona function like space stations? 

Cities in Arizona get all of their fresh water from distant (far-away) rivers or aquifers, 

just like space stations get their water from far away. 

9. A birthright is something you get no matter what. What evidence does Barbara provide 

about the “human inclination (tendency) to take water as a�birthright?”�

Evidence of humans in Arizona taking water as a birthright is found in the following 

three examples: 

A. Water fountains in town squares 

B. Raising crops that are thirsty (plants that need a lot of water) 

C. Irrigated green lawns 

10. What makes the desert residents (people who live in the desert) realize the truth about 

water? 

Desert residents need to wait months before rain comes. 

11. Why does Barbara say “water is�life”? 

2ÏÌɯÚÈàÚɯɁÞÈÛÌÙɯÐÚɯÓÐÍÌɂɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÞÌɯÏÜÔÈÕÚɯÕÌÌËɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÛÖ survive. 

12. What does Barbara write is the similarity between our bodies and a map of the world? 

Our bodies are similar to a map of the world because our bodies and the earth are 

made up of two-thirds water. The fluids in our bodies, like blood, are saline (salty) 

just like the ocean. 
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22. What does Barbara believe? 

She believes that the Earth is raising its own voice (the Earth is warning us). 

23. What question does Barbara ask? 

Barbara ÈÚÒÚɯÞÏÌÛÏÌÙɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯɁÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÌ ears to listenȭɂ

24. What does this mean? 

Barbara is unsure whether humans will notic7519.52 0.48 0.48 re
f*
539.62 719.52 0.48 0.48 re
f*
72.024 573.82 0.48 145.7 re
f*
539.62 573.82 0.48 145.>145.4f*
53atQ
q
72.504 5745.7 re
W* n
no loTc 0 Tg Tc 0 Tr 12 0 0 12 220.97 593.62 Tm
[(hu)5 (m)3 (ans )]TJ
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/T472 3 humans 



        

     

   

 



 

 
 

  

   

 

    

  

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

  

   

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINI-LESSON: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE—SIMILE 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS: 

¶ Use the activity to explain figurative language and similes. 

¶ Have students fill out the chart with a partner. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

Authors, or writers, use figurative language to help readers imagine, or have a picture 

in their mind of what authors mean. Here is an example: 

Juan walked quietly, like a cat. 

Can you imagine, or think, about how quiet a cat is when it walks? The author wants 

you to think about how quiet a cat is when you think about Juan. The author is 

helping you imagine how Juan walked. 

The example above is a type of figurative language called simile. Simile is when an 

author compares two things that are similar, or alike. She compares the way Juan 

walks to the way a cat walks. 

(ÕɯɁ6ÈÛÌÙɯÐÚɯ+ÐÍÌȮɂ the author uses many similes. 

Read each of the similes below and work with a partner to do the following: 

¶ Use your own words to write what the author is describing ng092>11 <006. h1 Tf
0 Tc 0 Tw 0 Ts 100 Tz 0 Tr 12904 4 Tz 0 Tr t 0 Tw Ts 100 Tz 0 Tr 12 0 0 12 95.664 363.67 Tm
<0078>T5,67 Tm
<0078>T5,67 Tm
<0078>T5,67 Tm
<0078>T5,67 Tm
<0078>T5,67 Tm
<0078>T5,67 Tm
<0078>T5,67 Tm
<0078>T5,67 Tm
<0 re
tkcg (o)-f745Tf
0 Tc 0 Tw 0 Ts 100 Tz 0 Tr 12 0 0 12 113.66 363.67 Tm
[(Use y)-2 (o)-3 (ur o)-5 (w)4 (n w)6 (o)-3 (r)-4 (ds)5 ( t)6 (o)-3 ( w)]T-f745Tf
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Water splits 

open rock in the 

desert like a 

peach. 

A peach that is 

so ripe it splits 

open 

Cities function, 

or act like, space 

stations. 

Water makes up 

two-thirds of 

our bodies, like a 

map of the 

world. 

Our vital, or 

body, fluids are 

saline, like the 

ocean. 

© 2018 American Institutes for Research Center for English Language Learners 
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EXIT TICKET 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS: 

¶ Review student instructions with the whole class. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

This graphic organizer will help you keep track of information about water for all of 

the readings. Each day you will write down new information from each reading. 

¶ %ÐÙÚÛȮɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÈÜÛÏÖÙɯÚÈÐËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯɁÔÈÎÐÊɯÖÍɯÞÈÛÌÙȭɂɯ6ÙÐÛÌɯ

ÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÌÌÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÏÖÞÚɯÛÏÌɯɁÔÈÎÐÊɯÖÍɯÞÈÛÌÙȭɂ

¶ Next, write what else you have learned a



        

     

  

 
   

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

  

   

  

 

    

   

 

 

 

     

 

 

Appendix A: Glossary 

Word Definition Example 

aquifer* a layer of rock, sand, or gravel 

that contains water we can take 

for drinking 

Cities there function like space 

stations, importing every ounce 

of fresh water from distant 

rivers or fossil aquifers. 

arid* 



        

     

   

    

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

   

 

   

  

 

  

 

   

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

    

 

 

 

Word Definition Example 

dread fear Our deepest dread is the threat 

of having too little moistureɭ 
or too much. 

drought a long period with little or no 

rain 

In arid places the same physics 

amplify evaporation and 

drought, visible in the dust-dry 

farms of the Murray-Darling 

River Basin in Australia. 

encroach invade The truth encroaches on all the 

fantasies, though, when desert 

residents wait months between 

rains. 
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Word Definition Example inconsequential not important We've lately raised the Earth's �Š�Ÿ�Ž�›�Š�•�Ž�1�•�Ž�–�™�Ž�›�Š�•�ž�›�Ž�1�‹�¢�1�ï�]�Zƒ0�P#��û�W�ï�Yƒ0���ü�ð�1�Š�1�—�ž�–�‹�Ž�›�1�•�‘�Š�•�1�œ�˜�ž�—�•�œ��inconsequential. indicates shows or signals Water indicates, or shows, the changes in the weather. irrigate* bring in water for grass or food crops Retirees from rainier climes irrigate green lawns. magic mysterious quality; charm Wonders reflect the magic of water, for example a spider web drooping with dew like a rhinestone necklace. moisture small amount of liquid in the air Our deepest dread is the threat of having too little moisture�/��or too much. purchase* a) a secure grip or hold b) buy something a) The past decade has brought us more extreme storms than ever before, of the kind that lay down great sodden oaks whose roots cannot find purchase in the saturated ground. b) From Lesson 8: In 2008, lack of water led China to try to lease or purchase land in southern Africa. realize understand in a clear way; suddenly understand We need to realize the truth about water. region an area of the world Shifting rain patterns flood some regions and dry up others. reliable consistently good in quality Should we tell the children that "reliable" has been rained out, or died of thirst? repetition happening many times in the same way After enough repetitions of     shocking weather, we can't remain indefinitely shocked. © 2018 American Institutes for Research Center for English Language Learners 1 6  



        

     

   

 

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

     

 

 

   

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Word Definition 



        

     

   

  

  

 

 

   

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

Word Definition Example 

sustains supports On top of the Himalaya, 

glaciers whose meltwater 

sustains vast populations are 

dwindling. 



