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AMERICAN INSTITUTES FOR RESEARCW 

UNIT A: LESSON 7 

LEARNING TARGETS 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS: 

¶ Refer students to the standards and objectives. 

¶ Review the standards and objectives with students one at a time. 

¶ At the end of the lesson, ask students what they did in class to meet the 

standards. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. Your teacher will call on 

an individual or pair to explain what they mean. 

Learning Target: 

I can determine the main ideas and supporting details in the 

article “The Digital Revolution and Adolescent Brain 

Evolution.” 

Learning Target: 

I can analyze the basic structure of a complex sentence. 

determine – decide 

main – central or 

most important 

supporting details – 
helping ideas 

article – a short text 

in a newspaper or 

magazine 

analyze – study 

something and 

explain it 

structure – the way 

parts of something 

are joined together 

complex – something 

that has many 

different parts 



        

     

   
 

   

   

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS: 

¶ Review student instructions. 

¶ Familiarize students with their glossary. It is located in Appendix A (Glossary; 

labeled “Appendix: Glossary” in the student version). Tell students to use the 

glossary throughout the lesson. 

¶ Pre-teach the vocabulary 



        

     

  
 

 

 

 

   

    

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

   

 

   

       

       

  

     

 

 

    

    

      

THINKING LOG 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS: 

¶ Read the guiding question and text aloud to students, modeling appropriate 

pace and intonation. 

¶ During the read-aloud, define words and phraes in context that students are 

unlikely to know, drawing defintions from the glossary when you can. 

Translations, examples, gestures, and visuals also help. 

¶ Ask students to read the text on their own and work with a partner to answer 

supplementary questions. 

¶ Ask students to use their glossary to help them with word meanings. 

¶ Call on pairs to answer the supplementary questions. 

¶ Discuss the guiding question(s) as a group and then have students write the 

answer in their student chart. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

Your teacher will ask you a guiding question that you will think about as your 

teacher reads the text aloud to you. As your teacher reads the text aloud, listen and 

follow along in your text. After the text has been read aloud, work with a partner to 

reread the text and answer the supplementary questions. Use your glossary to help 

you. Your teacher will review the answers with the class. You will then discuss the 

guiding question(s) with your teacher and the class. Finally, you will complete a 

written response to the guiding question(s). 

GUIDING QUESTION: Why is the social brain so important for humans? Why might 

video games threaten the development of social skills humans need for survival? 

THE DIGITAL REVOLUTION AND ADOLESCENT BRAIN EVOLUTION 

EXCERPT 5: DIGITAL REVOLUTION – SOCIAL 



        

     

 

     

      

   

  

 

 

    

      

    

    

    

    
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

   

  

    

 
 

   

   

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 



        

     

    

 

 

  

   

    

     

  

    

  

   

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

Social skills rely on detection of, or noticing, nonverbal cues, or signals. 

8. What are some examples of nonverbal cues? 

Examples of nonverbal cues include: 

A. slight changes in eye gaze (position of eyes) 

B. small differences in speech timing 

C. how people react to shared environmental stimuli 

D. how people breathe 



        

     

   
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

   

   

 

   

 

      

  

 

  

   

  

 

    

   

   

    

 

    

 

 

  

NEUROLOGIST NOTEBOOK 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS: 

¶ 





        

     

   

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to discern friend from foe to tell _______________________________ 

and to form alliances and to _______________________________ 

is is 

among its most complex and important 

tasks the brain’s __________________________

Write the sentence in your own words and then explain it to your partner. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

to 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

to 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

to 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

and to 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

is _________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ . 
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EXIT TICKET 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS: 

¶ Review student instructions with the whole class. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

This graphic organizer will help you keep track of information about the brain for all 

of the readings. Each day you will write down new information from each reading. 

Today we will write about social cognition skills. 

¶ 



        

     

 

 
   

 

 Appendix A: Glossary Word Definition Example 



        

     

   

 

 

 

  

 

   

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

   

   

  

 

  

 

   

   

 

 

   

 

Word Definition Example intention motive; what you are thinking or planning regardless of your actions Our ability to gauge the moods and intentions of others is a complex and important task. master learn something very well or perfectly Will the increasing reliance on digital social interactions hinder exposure to the "real-world" experiences necessary to master these most important skills? 





        

     

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B: Teacher Resources 

social cognition 

¶ Look at the picture. Turn to a partner and 

say what you think is happening in the 

picture. 

¶ We are able to determine, or tell, what is 

happening with other people because of 

social cognition. 

¶ Social cognition is how the brain 

processes, or understands, information 

about other people and social situations, 

or situations where people are with each 

other. 

¶ Partner talk: Think about an interaction, 

or dealing with another person today. 

What happened and how did you use 

social cognition? 
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