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SUBJECT: LEA Requirements for Implementing McKinney-Vento Homeless Student  
Dispute Resolution Process 

All LEAs are required to maintain processes to promptly address disputes related to a child’s 
eligibility under the McKinney-Vento Act, including, but not limited to, disputes regarding a 
student’s status as a homeless child or unaccompanied youth, school selection, and transportation. 
At the initiation of any dispute under this process, the LEA must immediately enroll the child in 
the school for which enrollment is sought, pending resolution of the dispute, including all available 
appeals.1 

If a dispute arises about whether a student should be considered homeless under Education Law 
3209, about a homeless student’s choice of school, or about a homeless student’s access to 
transportation, the LEA must issue a written decision to the parent, guardian, or youth that 
includes: 

• a statement regarding the right to appeal the LEA’s decision to the Commissioner with the
State Education Department;

• the name, post office address, and telephone number of the McKinney-Vento Liaison; and
• the petition form used to file an appeal with the Commissioner.

1 Please note: As of October 1, 2016, parents, guardians 
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	Form Notice of Petition for an Appeal Involving a Homeless Child or Youth (also referred to as “the Petition”)
	This form must be completed by the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth to challenge a school district's denial of enrollment and/or transportation within 30 calendar days of receiving the written decision. The McKinney-Vento Liaison is responsibl...
	Affidavit of Service
	The McKinney-Vento Liaison must complete one of the Affidavits of Service (either by Mail or by Personal Service) and send the original with the completed Petition to SED’s Office of Counsel within 5 calendar days. The affidavit verifies that the scho...
	Form for Affidavit of Service by Mail by Local Educational Agency Liaison for Homeless Children and Youth: This form should be completed by the McKinney-Vento Liaison to verify that the individual has been served with the petition and is mailing it to...
	Form for Affidavit of Acceptance of Personal Service by Local Educational Liaison for Homeless Children and Youth:  This form should be completed by the McKinney-Vento Liaison or the person who has been designated by the board of education to accept s...
	Form for Verification of Receipt and Transmittal of Petition
	This form must be completed by the McKinney-Vento liaison and given to the petitioner to verify that the liaison has received the petition and will mail it to the Office of Counsel, New York State Education Department.

